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Today

Analysts/Developers

- Custom categories

- Parameters

Admin/Data prep

- LASR server quotas

- Compression

- In-memory star schema



Custom categories



Custom categories

� Create own categories from current data

� Like SAS formats

� Numeric ranges
◦ Age groups, salary bands

� Text groupings
◦ North Island – Auckland, Wellington

◦ South Island – Christchurch, Dunedin

� In VA – from left pane
◦ Data > New Custom Category





Parameters



Parameters

� 7.1

� Designers can create objects flexibly
◦ Use whatever data items

◦ End users view with fixed data items

� Parameters allow users more flexibility
◦ e.g. to choose which data items on objects

� Like SAS macro variables



Parameters

�Can be used for
◦Expressions

◦Calculated items

◦Custom categories

◦Prompt controls

◦Control ranks and display rules





Create parameter: Right-Mouse > Create parameter





Parameter properties



VA Parameters

�Came with VA 7.1

�Good Global Forum paper

◦SAS1854-2015



LASR server space quotas



LASR server space quotas

� Default is 2 LASR servers
◦ Standard, used as managed LASR server

◦ Public – for self-service load LASR server

� Share same memory space

� Can set memory limits
◦ Especially for Public server

� Not in earlier VA releases (6.3 and less)



LASR table compression



LASR table compression

�Recent enhancement

�Saves significant memory space
◦10 to 20 times reduction

�But performance hit
◦2, 3 or sometimes 10 times slower



Star schema in memory





Star schema in memory

�New in 7.1

�LASR tables are typically flat

�Star schema
◦Reduces data redundancy

◦Dim tables reused with other data

◦Like a “view”

◦Should be fast since in memory 







Star schema – initial verdict

�Lots of promise

�Had some issues using

�Memory space more than 
expected

�Simple implementation currently
◦ Join on 1 column only

◦No snowflake



Future topics?

�Row level security

�Handling financial year

�…



Thank you
Questions?



www.knoware.co.nz


